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into shreds, and immediately the attendants consented
that the sufferer should be removed, it being now their
interest that he should recover and make a will, similar
to the former one, as it was formerly their interest that
he should die." From what has been said it seems
evident that the custom "produces death in many cases,
and probably hastens it in all, while it opens up a way
whereby the unnatural and murderously disposed may
execute their foul purposes without the possibility of
detection."

In some diseases, such as cholera, there is a stage
when the pulse is scarcely perceptible, and the patient
has the appearance of death ; and cases are on record
where, in this condition, the sick have been revived by
the heat of the fire that was kindled under them for the
purpose of burning their body ; and eye-witnesses have
declared that the response to this sign of returning life
has been a murderous blow from a bamboo, in the hand
of one of the attendants. When it is understood that it
is accounted disgraceful for a person, taken to the ghit
to die, to return home ; that it is regarded as a sign that
Ganga has rejected him, it is easy to see how this addi-
tional aid to death should be given under the supersti-
tious fcelief that it was an act of kindness to their friend.

In former years people who recovered from sickness,
after being taken to the riverside, were not permitted to
rejoin their family, but, being " rejected by Ganga," were
also disowned by their relatives. A large village near
Calcutta is occupied by the descendants of these people,
who have intermarried with each other, unmindful of
their former caste distinctions, because they were all
outcastes. This practice has now ceased ; the few who
survive this unnatural treatment are permitted to return
to their homes.